[LITSTRAIIONS 5y MG.Kefiner

COPrasTT R

TE ASST
PE BDIBEs - YEEELL TR

TES SUUCEY YALGCOEES

=L e e OgEw
" * L -t uj
¥ T Sved @ Tl
Fou e LUDSTWESF TATILE Sluaes
“E © . ¢« GSATErELEt "mm -~ :
e we HELE"L ALL TS e DoEE
. Epage g VY Trum eze~lum
- . o drafmng D's ey wety
- Cwrntel pa U “un gL
‘ i tr LGl wullixT Ut e etuet
&8t g
T Eniusastblr X . o e
VT o e ~Li'ngy
CpPTEP 1 &
b Fence ot 0 Escase
L » S S W
P 3 = e Lai By SUULEs
- s N onte.» ¥, g e Wer e r
et going i et Ug e
L B w 5 [ CRERE S -
LA RS PR wt mrd TRy Biong
e cal sur s &2 W lgyie
Pt t w1 ty . Tt
L LR L fuss+ gt 1 Lof
T 18 pulinel LT EDD RES .
[ 3 S . re O e T Lurte
Tl ey T ¥
T : 4 T W L o
. " PR—
. ey - e o Ler wries
2 - ol EPEY =i » ol -
- - » - - ': . [
13 r - " i o o i
. . e s * TS XA
- il L i
L E o - T TR
*
| >
-
- P
-
o
.
'
-“
L
L
’ &
'l—
[ ] -
L]
: v
> .
¥ .
L) » 3
s i .
-
£ " .
e
s e e
K 2 »
. q 2 -
ey #
»~ ar w a
> r
2
v r
. 3 4
g .ﬁ & I'4 Py
[ FJ
»
-
.. g
’ . .
A . 2 r "
L 43 -
2 L ¥ L
£ey » - 2 f £.an
BEG § s 04
i r . & Rared grTea
=
4 o’ L L Ll reg -
Mre Criew f - P S
PUY ULe ¢ ps Ers &3 o tEa’
iere's BOLINE 'he A Acd yos
Pight iofy Meldurne Eoussegyr that
Rre grobapeetor w rer e U
:.. cee, o f. PN 4
o - .
rj' s LFe WLt e renr el
There Wr Grin fund W e Thornue's
tarf—and ne Arewm 3 'ong Yreath at
bis e e foupd osperbteor of ber
esrdn and Le drew ancther long
bregth He 4id ke sorrobors!ive de
tslla, 4ld Mr Grimz snd of cuurse
j EAL fin tue folinwing day Mlies
Therpe arcoumpanied Bim 'a Alerad
€r's grd they wers Ariven in a rlosed
.r;-_-rq". Ut tward the weslern o4ge
! the city Finally the carriage
etopped &t 3 siguzel from Mre Grimm,
and ke saxiated Mizs Thurne ot
gfier whirh La turned and spoka 'O
e e retnall o ug Innides & MAN
“The house In t'wh higeks weat
plong thet sirest there” he wxplained
prid he indicated an intersecting thor
oushfare just ahezd Tt I numder
Filn ety pvern Five minuies afier we
snter you = arive up in front of
the Accr and walt If we Gon't return
g Afiesn micutes oANe piter un
1 yais mntle ipw dasger?” L len
Thorne queried guiekly
I? | bhad anticipsted danger re
T ed Mr Ostium | sahould 6t have
permitied you (0 ©omne with me.™
‘I ey entered the houss -number
ninety neven—with & key which Mr

Grimm produced, and a miouta or »0
later walked into & room whers three
men wore pitiing. One of them was
o6f o eoarse. repulaive type larges an
Forys | mmviliur rother Capper of wi
- and the third—the third was Ambuasss
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CHAPTER ¥ V.

Magter of the Situation
Aw ‘he women rowe god staried omt

o ’
jeavicg ‘ha geutiersen over thelr oof-

fee and cigare, Mg Thoroe paused |
8t the door and 'he Dinegray eyes
Fashed wune subtle mesiige o the
French anmbasador, whg afier sg s
stant. nodded romprehendingly. then

renytned bie conversation. As ke jeft

the roomn a few minutes Inter he oo
tiesd that Mr Grimm had Jined »
grous of auiomaniees of whieh Mr
Cadwalisder was tha enthusiastic cen-
tar He spoke 1o tig howtess the wife
o the minieter from Portugsl for a
Lrment then WwWen' A Mizsa Thorne
nd Aropped Into a seat beside ber
ihe grested him with a smils and
way g gtnllog an she talkeqd

| oalieve, Mousiear” sne s&id In

Freget YOt went a code resxage 0
the rable gWrs thin RITernoon

His syes guestioned hers guickly

“And pleaxs hear in mind that we
vrobably are helng wa'ched s we
alk.” ahe wen' on pleasantly. “Mr

he ufrald of
w serlous'” Bhe

Crimmm In the man to

...... in—~don’t ook

iaughed ouiright
“Yer, | sent a4 cole message,” he re

plled
"It wan your resignation ™
Yoy
“Well, It waan't sent, of course”

| nhe Informed him, and her eyes were

| mparkling aa If something amusing hed |
buti sasd. “Ope of my sgests stopyed

|1t 1 may add the st v not be vest” |

5 Sig :f

; that's better than forty miles
di
irs-ue we ram in the dark most of the

' ously and moved away.
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s & paped e rose e wEL
r -
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., & ocg time eering st 1be
SLUAETRPE
He cag drive 3 motor Yo LW
said Mr. Cadwallader ALy
Ang [taly is the piate w0 drive them
They lorget ‘o make ary apeed laws
UTer there and if a chap gets io your
&y snd you Enock bhim sllly they
arres: Lim for obsiruciing traffec. You |
know. Cver bere if 3 chap really

PLATLE 16 gU ALY place IB & hurry suie
vally Uit bolds Bizz up ™

Heve you ever been Esid 0p? guer
ed Mr Grimnm.
"Ne 1

to be svery dar.” |
Ive got & new woror, |
kzow, and ['ve never besz able |
o see Dow fast 1t s The other eve

Ut 1 expect
wal the reply
| L

imﬂt

'me W write ar answer o

i
|
picg | ran up 0 Baitmors with it io |

an bour and thirtyesven minutes from
Alezandria Druid HIl] Park and
| perer
iet the motor out, you kpow, be

w

L

way -

Mr. Grimm was ¢tfll gazizg al the

| phetograph

“IAd you go alone? he asked

TLere's no fun motoring alone, you

know, Beporita Rodriguer was with
me. Charming girl, what?
A lttle while jater Mr Grimm saun

tered out into the drawingroom and
made his way toward Miss Toorne
:nd the French ambassador Mon-
sleur Bolssegur rose, and offered his
mud Cui '::ﬁ.:!

T hope, Monsgieur.” sald Mr. Grimm,
‘that rou are no worse off for your—
rour unpleasant sxperience?”

Not at all, thanks 0 you,” was the
reply I have Just thanked Miss
Thome for ber part in the affalr,
apnd—"

“I'm glad to have been of service ™
interrupted Mr. Grimm lightly

The ambpssedor bowed ceremonl-
Mr. Grimm
dropped Into the zeat he had just left

“You've left the legatlon, haven't
you®™ he asked.

“You drove me out,” the langred

“Droge you out?” be repested
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improve, we cEm
S5 bozd, and you will
(e time of trial snyway
“Might e well for you
eonEuil AL stioroey st cnee? Drop me

RITEREE &
be fres gotil

7 |

e
b L

e 1o [t ms know vou recslved
thix Bincerely

“IBABEL THORNELE-
Moally the priscuer tossed the Dote

ion & tizy table in a cormer of bis
| cell, and resumed bis reading

Afrer
z time the guard returped with the

| bere whitpess of the prjer. &nd fimally
b ILsERags culspene sppeared betweey
if.:n mnocnons fukwritien lines The
prisoper read It graeglly

! “Am grivecely Wnformed there 9
| 1ittle rhzmee of Alvarer's retovery
Shall 7 ar-uugs ascape for vou, or Bave

snihessador mterrads® Would sdvise
Sormnes
months Bl mesting 1¢ wign treatr sk
lignos would be gangerously defnyed ™

Signor Peirozingd  permitied the
spuniering fizme 1o lpults the paper,
ant thoughrfuliy waiched the biaze
(fetrpy 3. The Iast Usy 873

!
|

!

|

|
!

@roppef or the four burned out and |

e crusbed the ashes under bis beel
Ther he began to writes
My Deger Miss Thorne:

“Maor thanks for your courtecus MHi- |

tie note 1 am geligpted o kuow of

e ingeovement ip Senor Alvarer’s |

vonditios. | bed boped that wy impul
sfre set 3o shooting him would pot
18 iz a tragedy Pleass kvep me b
formted of &uy furiher chaage in bY
rondition
Decsgeity of
w jeter 1 mar be compelled o 40 80
“Bespectiully,
“PIETREO PETROZINNL"
This fiope the secrst ggemt carefully
tiearef tte nk from the pen wiping

+ drr with bkis headkerchisf then
ficust ® ipto the kalf empty giass of
wilk The Srid clung to the stes! nib |
thisly: be wept on writing with i, |

1 bold credern.
T ited whirh, whed
will make me responzible
the Jialigr grrernment s spe
sovording o intermational
Arrange &pcape for weelk
tOTiEdT: USe RDY MONET naced
Make arTangements for
te tex: und siguing of compart for
oighrs gfer
LER'D "he pwlsoner clieaned the stee]
afiar whick b it back in the
sk lesaving there He
shest of paper back and
apd 21 las scrutinized
standize upder the light
window of Ris e=l]
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vunig Avegpe with & developed nega- |
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rocin

ve whick be sa: oz & rack to ary
=y ol & ol rhe wasg g tlins
2t Bis @+l studying UNGer & MALD
& Egliar. a2 Bnisled primt of the
Legaiive VWord Ly woud he was

writing on 3 siip of paper whkat hn—|

negnifyizg glass gave him and so,

| exrionsly snough, It came to pass that

W

“Would It be agains: the rules for !

this?™
queried Bignor Petrozicn!l, and be in-
dizated the note

“Ceralnly pot,' was the reply

“If 1 might troodis you, then, for
pez and ink and paper? suggested
the gignor and be smailed a Ifttle. “Be

‘ Heve me, 1 would prefer o get them

for myseif”

“1 guess that's right” the guard
grinned good-naturedly.

Agaln be went away and the pris
smer s2! thoughtfully sippleg the milk
e ok half of ft, then lighted a cig-

Miss Thorpe and Chisf! Campbell of
1he Sscret Ssrviee were reading the
k'ddez, milk-writien message &t al
wost the idemtical moment.

johnson got Petrozinni's letter

from the posiman” Mr. Grimm WwW&s

expiaining. 1 opened it photo-
graphed it sealed it zgain and re |
walled §t. There was pot more than

balf an hour's delay. and Miss Thorne
ran Bot! possibly kmow of N1t He
paused & moment “It's an odd thing
that writing such as that is absolutely

| invisfhle to the naked eye, and yet

: 2 latle impatiently.

when pbotographed becomes deciper-
gble In the pegative”

“What do you make of 117" Mr
Camphell asked, The guileless blue

| eyes were alive with sagerness.

“Well, he's right, of course, about
not being in danger,” sald Mr. Grimm
*]1f be came with credentials as spe-
vial envoy this government must re
spect them even If Senor Alvarer
dles. and lsave it o his own govern
ment to punish him If we were offi-
cially aware that he has such cre
dentials 1 doudt If we would have the
right *o keep him confined; we wonld
mer=iy have to hand him over to the
ftallzn embasey and demand his pun
ishment And, of course all that
makes him more dangercous than

“fes ] krow that™ sald the chief
“But who is this
manT"

“Who is this man? Mr. Grimm re-
peated as [f surprised at the question.
“1 was lookipg for Prince Benedetto
4'Abruzzi, of aly. 1 have found him.™

Mr. Campbell’s elocklike brain tick
od over the situation In detsail

“It's lke this,” Mr. Grimm eluci
dated. “He has credentials which he
knows will free him if he is forcod to
them_but 1 imagine
. protection in

As ve. | do pot mes tto;
comeniting am sitOrDey, |

ve the paper cherved i the besl, | o, ~

“11 he sprnped’” repestod Mr r;-.._
Lol muciegly

“But. of remres, the compart woaid
gert be wlerned at least In this ennn
try.” Mr Orfmm went on tegtativsly,

Mr Camphell gazed sira'gh ta's the
tatless even of the young mas for 8
minate or more and gradoalle fall =g
gerntanding came home to B'm. Faal
iy he nodded his head,

“U'se your own ndgment. Wr
Gritmm,” he directed

CHAPTER XVIL

A Call on the Warden.

The rextful sllence of night ‘ay over
the great prison. Hers and there In
the grim corridors a gosrd domad in
the glare of an eleciric light: and »
the office, ton, a derk light gliimmerad
where the warden sat at bis desk,
poring over a report. Ones be glasesd
up at the clock—Iit was fve mingtex
of sleven—and then he went on with
hizs reading

After a little the sllence was hroken
by the whir of the clock and the Srw
sharp stroke of the hour: and a2t fust
that moment the door from the stress
npened and a man entered JHe was
rather 'all and slender, and a gosues
blark mask hid his face from fhe
quickly ralsed eyee of the warden For
4 bare fraction of a serond the e
inen stared at each otker, thea In-
stinctively, the wardem's right hand
moved toward tke open drawer of his

desk where a revolver lay, and Ais
Ieft toward several electrically ron
nected levers The lutroder moted
both gestures, and unarmed himssil
stond silent The warden was Srat
to speak

Wall, what is t™

“You have a priconar herg Pistrs
e ]

Petroxinnl,’

was the reply. in a pleas-
&nt vole=, “T hars come 1o demand hin
relense.”

The warden’s righ: hand was raised
shove 1he desk top, and the revolver
in it cilcked warningy

You hEve come to demand bis re
egee. eh®* he quesied. He sfill sat
notionless, with his ares fyad o= tha

'ack mask How did rou pass the
yutside guard®™

“He was brided™

wgs the resdr re

sponse Now. Warden,” the masked
iptrudsr continned pacifically. ™R
would be b more pleasant all
sround and there would be lese per-
sonal dapger In it for both of us I
FYou would relsase Sigpor Petroziani
witac testion. | moy add that dO

bribe was offered

i to you becaunse your

LIeprity was bevond gquestion”
{hank vou" said the warden grim-
IF, “and 1 shall remain so as long A8

| bave this” He tapped on the desk

with the revolver

“Oh, that isn't loaded,” said the
masked man gquietly
Une quick giance at the weapoh

showed the warden that the cartridges
‘3 1 be d— ' Hig o 1

kad becn awp® His teeth closed
with a snap &t the ireachery of it
and with his left hand ke pulied back
cne of the levers—that which should

L ¢

rouse the jallers. turnkeys and
e &  Tnstead of the insatent clad
s hich he expe d. ti & Was si-
el ]
That wire "% been out™ the
stranger volunteered
With clenched terth the warden

pullad the police alarm.

"And that wire was cut. too™ the
stranger explained.

The warden cama to his feet with
white face and nails bdbiting inta the
palms of his hands. He still held the
revolver as he advanced upon the
masked man threateningly.

“Not too close, now,” warned the in-
truder, with a sudd=n hardening of his
voice. “Belleve me, {t would be best
for you to release this man, because
it must be done, pleasantly or other

lnu
it

T

il
{
'1. Iy

W .'i\
\ : \\.‘

“I Want Your Prisoner, Signer Petro-
zinnl—You WIlIl Releass Him at
Once!™

wise. I have no desire to Injure you,
still loss do 1 Intend that you shall in-
fure me; and {t would be needless for
either of us to make a personal matter

of it lwwtmrm.m’
Petrozinni—you will release him at

ou;oh!. That's all'"
warden paused,

A




